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entered Africa* As a rule the African lived in
tribes and under tribal government and the
leadership of kings and chiefs* Industry, as we
know it, and large scale agriculture did not exist*
A landless and propertyless class living on money
wages paid by land-owners or capitalists did not
exist. Frequently the land was owned commun-
ally by the tribe, and, even where this was not the
case, private ownership of land in the European
sense was not known*

It was inevitable that the opening of Africa to
the penetration of Europe should modify this
system* The problem which the European
statesmen who seised African territory between
1880 and 1890 had to face was the adaptation of the
African economic system to that of Europe* Only
in rare instances was the problem faced* The
alternatives were adaptation and destruction, and
European statesmen, under the impulse of
financiers, capitalists, and traders, chose, except in
some British possessions on the west coast, the
policy of destruction*

The whole world knows in outline the methods
by which native society and the African system
were destroyed and Europe's capitalist system
fastened upon Africa* The process was revealed